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A ROADMAP TO BECOMING AN 
UNDOCU-FRIENDLY INSTITUTION
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Undocumented terminology 101
“No human being is illegal”

Immigration by the numbers
Undocumented by the numbers
Immigration enforcement under Obama


“The shackles are off”
Chart refers to ICE arrests made in the interior and does not include border apprehensions.
Post-election climate
▪ Higher occurrences of depression and anxiety
▪ Financial stressors/Fear of losing work permit
▪ Uncertain future = Prolonged distress
▪ Fear of deportation or the deportation of a loved 
one
o 68% of DACA recipients state that they know someone 
who has been deported
o Burden of secrecy; reveal or conceal?
Barriers to Higher Ed
Not eligible for:
▪ FAFSA/federal financial aid
▪ In-state tuition rates and state aid at public institutions in 
most states
▪ Private scholarships requiring citizenship
▪ Bank loans (unless they have a citizen co-signer)
Limitations in:
▪ Range of colleges 
that work with 
undocumented 
students
▪ Employment 
Educational attainment of 
undocumented youth
THE ROLE OF INSTITUTIONS OF
HIGHER EDUCATION
Find Allies, Organize, Strategize
▪ Administrators
▪ Faculty, including an MU law professor
▪ Students
▪ Center for Intercultural Engagement
▪ Office of Institutional Diversity and Inclusion
▪ Director of Career Services
▪ Academic Advising
▪ Student Development and Programming
▪ Office of Admissions
▪ Director of Financial Aid
▪ Counseling Center
▪ Campus Ministry
▪ Student Educational Services/Tutoring
▪ Res Life
▪ Diversity Advocates
▪ Bias Incident Report Chairperson
Direct Student Support
▪ Safety net for financial 
hardship and food insecurity
▪ Counseling
▪ Dreamers Discussion Group
▪ Dreamers Resource Center?
▪ Institutional practices and 
policies
Admissions
Institutional Financial Assistance
▪ NO FAFSA! Use Net Price Calculator, print and return to financial aid 
office along with parents’ taxes
▪ For citizen children of undocumented parents: fill 000-00-000 for 
parents’ SSN on FAFSA
▪ Advocate for scholarships specifically for undocumented students, 
like the Magis or Ellacuria
▪ Private scholarship list: http://e4fc.org/undergraduateresources.html
Academic Advising and Career Services: 
Pathways and Barriers
Possible barriers to obtaining licensure/certification/clinical 
placements in:
o Engineering (but very common to practice without a license)
o Education
o Counseling
o Health Sciences
o Nursing
Career Services guide for
Undocumented students
Post-college options: 
http://e4fc.org/images/E4FC_LifeAfterCollegeGuide.pdf
Educate
▪ Webinars
▪ On-campus workshops 
with guest presenters, 
student panels
▪ Address campus climate 
issues
▪ Empower students to 
take active role
▪ Collaborate with other 
institutions of higher ed
or CBOs
Examples of College Websites with 
Undocumented Resources 
▪ George Mason University (VA): http://www.masondreamers.org/
▪ Loyola University Chicago: 
http://www.luc.edu/diversity/resources/undocumentedstudentresources/
▪ Marquette University: 
http://www.marquette.edu/diversity/undocumented-student-resource.php
▪ Santa Clara University: https://www.scu.edu/lead/undocumented-
students-resources/
▪ UC Berkeley: http://undocu.berkeley.edu/
▪ UCLA: http://www.usp.ucla.edu/
▪ University of St. Francis: 
https://www.stfrancis.edu/admissions/undocumented-daca/
Post-Election Considerations
▪ Sanctuary / Public statements of support
▪ Confidentiality issues
▪ Loss of DACA - Emergency fund
▪ Ally training
What if ICE shows up 
on campus?
▪ “Sensitive locations” memo
▪ Protocol for ICE visits/requests for information 
o New York City schools protocol: 
http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/schools/SupportingAllStudents/Imm
igration+Guidance+for+Principals.htm
o MU Protocol: http://www.marquette.edu/diversity/undocumented-
student-statements.php
▪ Police department policies
▪ Emergency Response Team and 
communication protocol
▪ Retain legal counsel 
Know your rights!
More information here:
https://www.nilc.org/is
sues/immigration-
enforcement/everyone
-has-certain-basic-
rights/
Legal Resources for Students
• Catholic Charities: ccmke.org
• Law School legal clinic, Wednesdays 5-7pm at UCC
• Avoid scams
https://www.uscis.gov/avoid-scams
Quisieron
enterrarnos
pero no 
sabian que 
eramos
semillas.
They tried to 
bury us. They 
didn’t know we 
were seeds.
QUESTIONS?
Contact me
jacqueline.black@marquette.edu
or 414-288-4118
Or find more information at:
http://marquette.edu/diversity/
Panel Questions
▪ Introductions – state your name, school, and major
▪ Describe your experience applying for college, financial
aid, and scholarships.
▪ What are some challenges you face as an undocumented 
college student?
▪ What has helped you during your time in college?
▪ What is it like living in our current political climate as an 
undocumented person?
▪ What are your future aspirations? How are these affected 
by your immigration status?
▪ Questions from audience
▪ Final thoughts/advice
